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YHE STUHL HOUSE TH BLAHDNURD

Petersburg, Virginia

Qwner = Harwood H, Norris.

Date of Erccition:= 1760 {(approxinmste)

Arenitect = Unknown.
Builder:~ UnNEnowWhe

Present Condition:= In a very bad siate of preservat-
ica. The buildipmy apparcntly ex-
tended onto the South originally,
that end apyearing chopped off.

Humoer of Htories:« ne and s half with basement.

Waterlels of Construction:- Poundations:~Btone on North,
Fasgt and vWest. Brick and
gtone on Secutth,
Ploors:-food.

Txterior walls:-Stone on Ragt
ana w~est, stone and brick on
Horth, frsme on 3South.
Interior walls:=Frame, plase-
tered Throuznout,.

Roof ;«~Tin.

Exlerior coraice:-Stoneg.




e north, eagt sad west walls are of native
tong, ecut stone belns ased for the covnice, guoins,
ad around dsore and wisdows., Jdhe cut stone ig of

lizht =zray neff and very crumbley. Due to its
texiure and color ang as ikere is no stone i tiids
Lype foung anywhere in ihls arca, 1t cives stlrong
indications oi being Poritland stone. ihesc walls

were undouovtealy stuccoed or plagiered in sume way.

It i1g imposgionle to tell from Lhe vprescnt cconaition
Jast wizal lails war like. The south wall is irame
with bricx and stone foundations lasid up in & very
haphazard fashion. ne other walls have stons found-
ationgs. H0 evidence hag been found to chow the ex-
tent oi the wvullding 1o the south. 4 auaber of frage
ments o1 stoune siteps are in evidence arouna the place,
ag well a8 & much larger fragment indicsiing it to be
a part of & landing. Lugse give no indication ofi there
revins veen an iren railing.
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Ine weegt room in the gellar has a wvooa floor ale-
nogt eutirely rotted avay. ihe walls were formerly
plasterced and the celling partially plastered. The
east cellar rcum hes a dirt floor and no plaster. Lhe
owner ways itnere was a well located at the gsouth end
of this room eypproximately in ihe center. Iio trace of
tndig is now in evideuce, ‘the cellar gteps axre not
orizinal ane very dilapidated. There is a 4" x 11°
811) on the brick partition between the two rooms. ‘he
floor joists avove are 4" =z 8" partially hewn, spaced
from 18" toe 25" on czuters.

rne chalr ruil, base and wood unpaneled dado in
the hall and twoe rooms on tne first floor are the same.
e {lrim around &ll dcors ant windows ig the same ex-
cept the windows in the frame end which is of a later
date, osBoth exterior doorg are modern and all original
locks pave wveen reamoved throuznovt. Both fireplscesn
rave peen dbricked up and stoves take thelr place,

The gecond floor is plastered {hroushout with the
exception of a modern " board partiiion closing off
the east end of the nall., The fireplasce here also hag
been c¢losged and 1s boarded over, Jhere i3 a plain bage-
board 47" high and & 6%" cheir rail with 3" vead at top
and botltom. ihe helizghit of the cnair rail is 3'-0Y, Fhe
dormers are are boarded flush with the plaster Lo the
heiznt ol the c¢nair rail., The doors to the closets un- . .
der the rooi are also 3'=0" hi;zh 2au have original hinges
2g huve also the lids to the wintow boxes., iihere plaster - .




hag {allen hapd split lathe is exposed. ‘'he railers
are hewun 4" x 6" 's gpaced approximately 2'-0" on cen-
ters,

Pypical brick sizes talen from the north gable
end wie asg followus: 84" x 83" x 25"
8" xm 2-7/8" x 23"
8-—5/8“ % 33" x 2%11

Jointe approximately "
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II3D0CRICAL DADA

The earliest record of the property which can be
found is in the Felershurz Couxrt House.

peed Book no. 1, pp 108, 106, 107. Charles Duncan
owWaed 65 acres between Blandford Church {commonly called
the Brick Church) and the upper end of Blandford. In
1782 at the houge of Jomes Turnbull deceaced of reterge
burg, the 8b acres having been diviaed into lots, the
lots were disposed i by & lottery to the adventurers
assembled, William Hoberison won 44 and 46, John Long
won 45, dhe followiny is part of the plat showinz these
lots:

N THE SQUAKE
- 1 T T
» - - .
. P46 2 45 1 44
4 M . s
> » - . - -
- - - [ ] » -
- L] - -* . -
» * L) * E ] -
- -~ - E L] -
- Fl El . - -

1ot o. 46 1ig the 1ot on vhich the Stone Huuge ig loc-
ated-

Deed Book Ho. 1, pp 1b6b6~January 4, 1786, ¢illiem
Rovertson sold 1ot fHo. 46 to John Shere.

Deed Book Ho. 4, p 42-June 4, 1811. Benjamin
Boisgeau bought lots Ho. 44, 45, 46 from Robert Russell.



-44-

we.d Book Licse &, p 4b-~September 7, 1818. Beanjamin
Boisseau and s1lizabsin nie wife go0ld lote lio. 44, 45, 46
to Inben 3tevens for 1,730,00 prid in hand.

Deed Zook lo. 7, p 190=January 1, 18iZ4. Stevens
did not pay up debl &nd lote cold at auction to Willianm
dells and wWillism Hawthorne.

Deed Book iive 8, p dlb--ildrch 13, 1830. Henry
Lowndes bousht loig do. 44, 40, 46 from wWilliam dells
and »illiam sawihorne,

The proverlty aow velongs to darveod . Heorrils who
gays nig fatner vought tike property over seveniy years
+ 10, he thidakse from the Lowndes, ‘The Iowndes had &
great deal 0f properiy adjacent to this on wnich they
operatea & larze poitery viorke,.

dnig is ithe szieat to wiich the recordg have been
found as prior to 1784 the property was in rrince
Gecrze County and moest ol ihe rescords ol thail county
mpve ouEen asLiToyeld.

From the plat it will be noted that loil ie. 46
faces on {ihe 3quare). she 3landford lcurt Huuse stood
in the coater of this sguare dut hag iong since dis-
appeared. Locally 'The 3tune House" ig known ag "The
Jail" and “"i'he Clerk's CGifice™ bui no Foundations can
e found for eilther of thewe titlese It is 8lmost cer-
tain it was never o Jail., It is trnouzit bolh of these
desighnations mythical, ravinz zrown up frum the fact
that 1t ig vailt of stone and ior the reason of its
proximity to the ola court huuse,




